Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 294 K; mean (C-C) = 0.005 Å; R factor = 0.058; wR factor = 0.157; data-to-parameter ratio = 15.4.
The title compound, [Mn(C 8 H 5 O 3 ) 2 (C 10 H 14 N 2 O) 2 (H 2 O) 2 ], contains one Mn II atom lying on an inversion centre, two 4-formylbenzoate and two diethylnicotinamide ligands and two coordinated water molecules. All ligands are monodentate. The four O atoms around the Mn atom form a slightly distorted equatorial plane, while the distorted octahedral coordination is completed by the two N atoms in the axial positions. An intramolecular O-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen bond occurs in the complex. In the crystal structure, O-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen bonds link the molecules through an R 2 2 (16) ring motif, forming a one-dimensional chain along the a axis. The -contact between the pyridyl rings [centroid-centroid distance = 3.629 (2) Å ] may further stabilize the structure.
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For general background, see: Antolini et al. (1982) ; Nadzhafov et al. (1981) ; Shnulin et al. (1981) . For related structures, see: Hö kelek et al. (1995, 1997, 2007, 2008) ; Hö kelek & Necefog lu (1996, 1997, 2007) . For hydrogen-bonding motifs, see: Bernstein et al. (1995) .
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Comment
The structural functions and coordination relationships of the arylcarboxylates in transition metal complexes of benzoic acid derivatives change depending on the nature and position of the substituent groups on the benzene ring, the nature of the additional ligand molecules or solvents, and the medium of the synthesis Shnulin et al., 1981) .
Transition metal complexes with biochemically active ligands frequently show interesting physical and/or chemical properties, and as a result, they may find applications in biological systems (Antolini et al., 1982) . The structure determination of the title compound, (I), a manganese complex with two formylbenzoate (FOB) and two diethylnicotinamide (DENA) ligands and two water molecules, was undertaken in order to determine the properties of the ligands and also to compare the results obtained with those reported previously.
Compound (I) is a monomeric complex, with the Mn II atom lying on a centre of symmetry. It contains two FOB and two DENA ligands and two water molecules ( (Hökelek et al., 1997) . This may be due to the intramolecular O-H···O hydrogen bond involving the carboxylate O atom (Table 2 ). In (I), the average Mn-O bond length is 2.183 (2) Å and the Mn atom is displaced out of the least-squares plane of the carboxylate group (O1, C1, O2) by -0.859 (1) Å. They are reported as -0.890 (1) Å in (II) and 2.185 (4) and 1.365 (3) Å in (III). The dihedral angle between the planar carboxylate group and the benzene ring A (C2-C7) is 3.0 (2)°, while that between rings A and B (N1, C9-C13) is 80.0 (1)°.
In the crystal structure, intermolecular O-H···O hydrogen bonds (Table 2) link the molecules through a R 2 2 (16) ring motif (Bernstein et al., 1995) to form a one-dimensional chain along the a axis (Fig. 2) 
